ANNEX E TO
CHAPTER 6

5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

A BRI EF H STORY

On 5 Nov 65, 5 RAR held its inauguration parade which was

i nspected by the Mnister for the Arny, Dr Forbes. Present on
this parade were 250 National Servicenen fromthe first intake
who had marched into the Battalion to conplete corps training.

Early in 1966, the Governnment announced that 5 RAR was to
serve in South Vietnam as one of the two battalions of 1 ATF.
After an intensive training period, including jungle training
at Canungra, 5 RAR marched through Sydney on 21 Apr 66, and
departed by air and HVAS SYDNEY for South Vietnam The
Battalion had the first National Servicenen ever to serve

over seas.

After landing at Vung Tau Beach, in-country training preceded
the first operation. In Operation Hardi hood, which began on
24 May 66, 5 RAR cleared and secured the area known as Nu

Dat, the site of the 1 ATF Base Area. The Battalion was under
command of 173 (US) Bde (Airborne) during this operation.

During the first tour of active service 5 RAR participated in
31 operations. N ne cordon and search operations were al so
conducted by the Battalion in villages in Phuoc Tuy province,
the Battalion devel oping techniques in this type of operation
that were to be accepted and used t hroughout the Australian
Arny. An additional seven operations of conpany size were
undertaken with 6 RAR

Awards for gallantry earned in 1966/ 67 included one DSO, three
MCs, two Mvs, one BEM and 19 M Ds. Casualties suffered by the
Battalion were 25 killed and 79 wounded.

5 RAR established a confortable base canp in the Ap An Phu
rubber plantation at Nui Dat, nami ng nost of the roads after
soldiers killed in operations. The Battalion handed the canp
over to 7 RAR before returning to a tunultuous wel cone in
Sydney on 12 Mar 67.

In Nov 67, 5 RAR began in preparations for a second tour of
service in South Vietnam

Wth the exception of 80 old nmenbers of 5 RAR the Battalion
was re-forned and spent 1968 training at Hol sworthy, Tianjara,
CGospers, Singleton, Canungra and Shoal water Bay. Battle PT
becane a highlight of 5 RAR training in 1968 and soldiers wll
| ong renenber the daily battle-equi pped runs, obstacle, rope
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and assault courses. It was during 1968 that the unit forged
lasting links with the 2/5 Battalion Association (who
presented the bronze plaque in front of Bn HQ and the Rats of
Tobruk Associ ati on.

After a farewell parade at Hol sworthy, reviewed by the Deputy
Prime Mnister, The Ri ght Honourable John McEwen on 24 Jan 69,
the Battalion once again departed by air and HVAS SYDNEY f or
Sout h Vi et nam

During 1969/70, 5 RAR was faced with a different type of war
fromthat nmet on the first tour. This year was characterised
by continuous battles wth North Vietnanese and Viet Cong
eneny entrenched in bunkers. In excess of 10,000 bunkers were

| ocated and destroyed during the year. Sone 2,000 of those
| ocated had been occupied by an eneny arned with rocket
propel | ed grenades, claynores and AK 47 automatic rifles.

The year was al so nmarked by the '"mne battle'. Over 100
casualties were suffered by 5 RAR on eneny planted m nes,
especially the M6 in the Dat Do - Long Hai area.

Al nost four nonths were spent on operations outside of Phuoc
Tuy province in Bien Hoa, Long Khanh and Bi nh Tuy. Sone of

t he nost successful operations were conducted in the northern
Hat Dich area in Bien Hoa province where over 100 eneny main
force soldiers, mainly of 274 Reginment, were killed. O her
not abl e operations were the capture of Mlitary Region 7 HQ in
Apr 69 in Long Khanh and the Battle of Binh Ba against a
Battalion of 33 Reginent in Jun 69. D Coy 5 RAR played the

| eading role in both of these actions.

Paci fication operations were undertaken for one nonth in
Jun/Jul 69 around the town of Dat Do and B Coy trai ned an ARVN
Battalion on the Horseshoe feature in Aug.

The battalion killed 353 eneny in 1969/ 70 and captured |arge
quantities of arnms and rice. The Battalion suffered 25
soldiers killed and 250 wounded.

Awards to the Battalion for this period include one DSO, three
MCs, two DCMs, three Mvs and 10 M Ds.

The Battalion was once again wel coned hone by a nenorable
reception during a march through the city on 12 Mar 70, after
its return aboard HVAS SYDNEY.

After | eave and reorgani sation the Battalion started pl atoon
and conpany training. In GCct 70, B Coy went to New Zeal and
and participated in Exercise 'Tasman-Ni ne'.

During 1971 the Battalion continued its training and al so
provi ded support to Exercise 'Monara Mall', a shakedown
exercise for 4 RAR prior to its departure for South Vietnam

The training in early 1972 concentrated on physical fitness
and endurance. The Battalion started Iimted warfare training
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wi th an enphasis on night training.

This training continued well into 1973 and in Mar 73 the
Battalion sailed on HVAS SYDNEY to New Zeal and for the Tasman
Exercise 'Jack Horner'. In Sep 73 the Battalion took part in
Exercise 'Dark Moon', a 1 TF limted warfare ni ght exercise,
conducted in the Cobar region of western NSW In Nov 73 the
Battalion was reinforced by C Coy 1 R\ZIR and took part in
phase two of Exercise 'Tenple Tower' which was held in the
Townsvill e area.

5 RAR was |inked with 7 RAR at Tobruk Lines Hol sworthy on 3
Dec 73 to form5/7 RAR

Appendi xes: 1. 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nent - Theatres of Service

2. 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nrent - Commandi ng O ficers

3. b5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi ment - Regi nental Sergeant Mjors

4. 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nent, Allied Reginent - The Wl sh CGuards

5. b5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nent - Mascot

6. b5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nrent - M scel | aneous | nfornmation
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APPENDI X 1
ANNEX E TO
CHAPTER 6

5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

FROM TO
Mar 65 Apr 66

Apr 66 May 67

May 67 Feb 69

Feb 69 Feb 70

Feb 70 Apr 72

Apr 72 Dec 73
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THEATRES OF SERVI CE

COUNTRY
Australia

Vietnam

Australia

Vietham

Austrdia

Australia

BASE
Holsworthy

Nui Dat

Holsworthy

Nui Dat

Holsworthy

Holsworthy

BDE/DIVITF
1 Div

1ATF

10 TF/1 Div

1ATF

10 TF/1 Div

1 TF/1 Div
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5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

01 Mar 65 -
01 Sep 65 -
27 Nov 67 -
13 Jul 70 -
14 Sep 70 -
14 Jan 72 -
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31
17
30
13
13
02

Aug

Jun
Sep
Jan

65
67
70
70
72
73

COMVANDI NG OFFI CERS

LTCOL P.H. G Oxl ey
LTCOL J. A Varr, DSO
LTCOL C. N. Kahn, DSO
LTCOL G O. Thonpson
LTCOL J. A. Hooper
LTCOL K. E. Newmran



Jan
Feb
Jul

May

65
66
67
68
70
70
71
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5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

REG MENTAL SERGEANT NMAJCORS

Jan 66 WOL F.J. dynn-Arnstrong
Oct 67 WOL L. T. Foale

Jan 68 W2 R R Burns

Feb 70 Wil C. R Vagg

Jul 70 W2 R G Armtage, BEM
May 71 W1 R C Wrnmld

Dec 73 WOl J. McFadzean
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5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

ALLI ED REG MENT - THE WELSH GUARDS

Oigin
The expansion of the British Arny for the conduct of the 1914-
18 war provided an opportunity to fill the conpl enent of

Regi nents of Foot Guards identified with the various countries
of the United Kingdom by the inclusion of a Wl sh Regi nent of
Foot CGuards and on 26 February 1915 a Royal Warrant was issued
for the formati on of the Regi nent.

Sout h Wal es had been the recruiting area for the G enadier
Guards but perm ssion was given for an appeal to be nade for
all Wel shnmen serving in the Brigade of Guards to transfer to
the new Reginent. So ready was the response that the Wl sh
GQuards were able to nmount the King's Guard in London for the
first tinme on St David's Day, 1st March 1915.

Battl e Honours

The following Battle Honours are those that are carried on the
Queen's and Regi nental Col ours:

Loos, G nchy, Flers-Courcelette, Mrval, Pilckem
Poel cappel | e, Canbrai 1917 and 1918, Bapaune 1918,
Canal du Nord, Sanbre.

Def ence of Arras, Boul ogne 1940, Munt Pi ncon,
Brussel s, Hechtel, Fondouk, Hanmman Lif, Monte Onito,
Monte Piccolo, Battaglia.
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5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

MASCOT

1. On 1 Mar 67, the Director of Taronga Zool ogi cal Park
Trust in Strahan, presented a Sumatran tiger cub as a nmascot.
It was named Quintus and now holds the rank of WO2 (No TFOO05).
An equi val ent cub (of manageable age) is normally present on
Battalion cerenonial occasions. Qintus is quartered at the
Taronga Zool ogi cal Park where a plaque indicating his
association with the Battalion is displayed. An annual
subscription of $500 is paid to the Park fromthe Battalion's
Regi mental Fund. Quintus is now held in trust by 5/ 7 RAR

H: \ RAR\ CHO6ES5



APPENDI X 6 TO
ANNEX E TO
CHAPTER 6

5TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

M SCELLANEOUS | NFORVATI ON

Battalion 'Firsts'. Shortly after the formation of the
Battalion 250 National Servicenen were accepted direct from
recruit training for corps training. Wen 5 RAR left for
service in Vietnamin Apr 66, it was the first tine in
Australian history that soldiers other than volunteers had
acconpanied a unit departing for service outside Australia and
its territories.

The Tiger Enblem 5 RAR has been known as the 'Tiger
Battalion' since its raising, stenmming nainly fromthe fact
that bl ack was used in conjunction with the Battalion col our,
gold. The presentation of the tiger mascot in 1967 confirned
this unofficial title.

Battali on Associ ations. A close associ ati on has been
engendered with the 2/5th Battalion Association and the Rats
of Tobruk Associ ati on of NSW

Menorial Park. It is customary to hold a Menorial Parade and
service in honour of deceased nenbers of the Battalion on 21
Feb annual ly.

5 RAR was |inked with 7 RAR at Hol sworthy on 3 Dec 73 to form
5/ 7 RAR
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