ANNEX H TO
CHAPTER 6

8TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

A BRI EF HI STORY

At 0800 hrs on 8 Aug 1966, the GOC N Cond, MAJGEN T.F. Cape,
CBE, DSO reviewed the Inauguration Parade of 8 RAR (One
hundred and fifty ex-menbers of 1 RAR which had just returned
from Vietnam were anong the founding nmenbers. The first
Commandi ng O ficer was LTCOL J. O. Langtry, DCM

On 2 Dec 66, BRIG R L. Hughes, DSO reviewed a parade of 8 RAR
to mark the occasion of the Battalion com ng under command 6
TF.

Early in 1967, 8 RAR was warned for service with FARELF. The
Battalion training for this role was conpleted by 8 RAR s
first birthday. The birthday celebrations were limted to a
post - exercise party in the Rockhanpton training area.

Cond 6 TF, BRIG R L. Hughes, DSO reviewed a farewel| parade at
Enoggera on 1 Sep 67. The Battalion noved from Brisbane to
Mal aysi a between 24 Aug and 6 Nov 67, by sea and air.

On 16 Cct 67, the Battalion canme under comrand 28 | ndep | nf
Bde Gp. The Conmander, BRI G P.L. Tancred, OBE, reviewed 8 RAR
at Canberra Lines, Terendak Garrison on 24 Nov 67.

The Col onel Commandant of the Regi nent, LTGEN Sir Reginald
Pol |l ard, KBE, CB, DSO presented 8 RARwWth its Queen's and
Regi nental Col ours at Terendak on 25 Sep 68. |n honour of
their alliance with 8 RAR, 2 PARA held the ground. At this
time the Prine Mnister, John Gorton visited the Battalion.

During its tour in Malaysia 8 RAR forned a cl ose associ ati on
with 8 RMRits opposite nunber in The Reginment's Allied
Regi nent .

8 RAR returned to Australia Apr/May 69. From June to Cctober
the Battalion conducted intensive training for service in
Vietnam A farewell church parade was held on 31 Cct 69 and
in Novenber noved to Vietnamfor a years tour of duty with 1
ATF.

Wiile serving in Vietnamthe Unit was awarded the Vietnanese
Cross of Gallantry Unit G tation for operations in Phuoc Tuy
provi nce between Nov 69 and Cct 70. Twenty-seven nenbers of
the Battalion were awarded Vi etnanese Medals of Gallantry.
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During 8 RAR s tour of duty the Battalion killed 167 eneny and
suffered the loss of 18 soldiers killed in action. The
Battalion returned to Enoggera in Nov 70.

8 RAR remai ned at Enoggera from Nov 70 to Oct 73 when it was
linked with 9 RARto formthe new Battalion, 8/ 9 RAR

Appendi xes: 1. 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nent - Theatres of Service

2. 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi ment - Conmanding O ficers

3. 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi ment - Regi nental Sergeant Mjors

4. 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regi nent, Allied Reginental - The Parachute
Regi ment

5. 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian

Regi nent - M scel |l aneous | nfornmation
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8TH BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT

THEATRES OF SERVICE

From To Country Base Bde/DiviTF

Aug 66 Sep 67 Australia Enoggera 6 TF/1Div

Sep 67 Apr 69 Maaysia Terendak 28 COMWEL Inf Bde Gp
Apr 69 Nov 69 Australia Enoggera 6 TF/1Div

Nov 69 Nov 70 Vietnam Nui Dat 1ATF

Nov 70 Oct 73 Australia Enoggera 6 TF /1 Div
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8TH BATTALION, THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAJORS

8 Aug 66 - 18 Feb 71 WO1G.J.C. Lee

19 Feb 71 - 30 Oct 73 WO1 H.E. Smith

H:RARCHO6H3



APPENDI X 4 TO
ANNEX H TO
CHAPTER 6

8TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

VI ETNAMESE CROSS OF GALLANTRY UNI T CI TATI ON

The text of this award is as foll ows:

"Commendati on before the Arned Forces, is awarded to:
The 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regi nent.

The Battalion has distinguished itself and consistently
di spl ayed a spirit of co-operation with, and assistance to, the
Peopl e of the Republic of Vietnam in their struggle for peace
and freedom During the period of operations in Mlitary Region
3, Republic of Vietnam from 28th Novenber 1969 to the present,
the 8th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regi nent has
participated in npost search and destroy operations conducted in
Phuoc Tuy Province. Especially the operations in the Long Ha
Mount ai ns area, also known as the 'M nh Dam Secret Zone,' a
sanctuary for Viet Cong Main Force Units in Phuoc Tuy Province.
Thi s Zone had been strongly defended by the eneny from which
they inflicted heavy casualties on friendly forces. However
wi th nodern tactics and a high fighting spirit, the Battalion
continued operations to destroy the Secret Zone, causing heavy
casualties on the eneny and repelling themfromthe sanctuary,
so that the population could live in security.

In addition to the purely mlitary efforts, the troops of
this Battalion have effectively participated in the Cvic Action
Programe, to help the population rebuild their dwellings,
roads, bridges, markets and schools, with favourable results.

Wth the above exploits, the 8th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regi nent has contributed realistic efforts to the
anti -communi st struggle of the Republic of Vietnam Arned Forces,
and has displayed the heroic traditions of the Royal Australia
Armed Forces."
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8TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

ALLI ED REG MENT - THE PARACHUTE REGQ MENT

Regi nental Motto - "Urinque Paratus" - "Ready for Anything".
Regi mental March Past - "The Ri de of the Val kyries".

Her Maj esty the Queen approved the alliance between 8 RAR and
t he Parachute Regi ment on 8 Dec 77.

Short History of the Parachute Regiment

22 Jun 40, less than three weeks after Dunkirk, M W nston
Churchill directed the War O fice to investigate urgently the
possibility of form ng a corps of Parachute Troops of
approximately 5,000 strong. By the 6th of August 1940 500 nen
had been sel ected from 3,500 volunteers to undergo speci al
parachute training at the Central Landi ng School which had
opened at Ri ngway near Manchester on 21 June.

The Parachute Regi nent was fornmed on 1 Aug 42 and included as
part of the Arny Air Corps. Previously the Parachute
Battal i ons had no parent reginent or corps.

The first large scal e dropping of parachute forces took pl ace
in the North Africa Canpaign. From Nov 42 to Apr 43 the 1st
Parachute Brigade conpleted three airborne operations at BONE
TEBESSA, ETIENNE and five nonths as infantry. They fought in
every sector of the British Forces in TUNI SI A and gai ned t he
adm ration of the eneny who called them"The Red Devils".

By May 43 the 1st Airborne Division had been nobilised and
departed for North Africa. On Jul 9th the 1st A rlandi ng
Bri gade captured the Ponte G ande Bridge near Syracuse and
four days | ater the 1st Parachute Brigade captured the
Prinsol e Bridge which shortened the war in Sicily by seven
days.

On the 6th June 44 the 6th Airborne Division dropped behind
the eneny lines in Normandy and seized the area to the north
east of Caen including the vital bridges over the Orne and
Canal de Caen. 83 days later after bitter fighting the

Di vision returned to Engl and.

17-21 Sep 44 the 1st Airborne Division dropped in Holland and
attenpted to hold the vital bridge over the Lower Rhine near
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Arnhem After ten days of fierce fighting and suffering heavy
casualties the survivors w thdrew having gained the admration
of both allies and eneny for their heroic efforts. These nen
on their return were reforned into the 1st Parachute Bri gade
and on 3rd Jun 45 were dispatched to Norway to assist the
evacuation of German Troops after the capitulation. Meanwhile
on the 27 Mar 45 the 6th Airborne Division dropped across the
Rhi ne and secured vital ground and communi cations for the
advanci ng Second Arny.

Since the end of Wrld War Two, the el enents of the Parachute
Regi ment have served in Cyprus, BAOR, Suez, Borneo, Aden
Jordan, Northern Ireland and the Fal kl ands.
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8TH BATTALI ON, THE ROYAL AUSTRALI AN REG MENT

M SCELLANEQUS | NFORVATI ON

Battalion Firsts. 8 RARwas the first battalion to be presented
with its colours whilst serving overseas. At the presentation
by the Col onel Conmandant at Terendak, the 2nd Battalion, The
Parachute Regi nent, held ground in honour of the alliance.

Battalion Association. The following information is significant
in the devel opnment of the Associ ation:

On Renenbrance Day, 11 Nov, each year, a parade is held to mark
the association of 8 RAR with the anal ganated 2/8th Battalion
(AIF) Association and the 8th Battalion (1914-1918) Associ ati on.

On the first of these parades in 1966 a silver plated bugle was
presented to 8 RAR by Colonel J.EEM Hall (RL) representing the
Associ ati on.

On 19 Jun 69, a bronze plaque, in the design of the Regi nental
Badge, was presented by the Association to the CO and now st ands
in front of Bn HQ
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