CHAPTER 6

THE BATTALI ONS

1 RAR

601. Oigin. 65 Aust Inf Bn was raised at Balikpapan on
Dutch Borneo on 12 Cct 45 before joining 34 Aust Inf Bde on
Morotai |ater the sane nonth. Volunteers for the Battalion
were drawn from7 Div AlF.

602. Hi story. See Annex A to this chapter.
603. The Col ours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented in Brisbane on 30 Mar 57 by the CGovernor - General,
Field Marshal Sir Wlliam Slim GCB, GCM5 GCVO, GBE, DSO, MC,
KStJ. New Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were presented to 1
RAR by the Governor-General H s Excellency, The Honourable Sir
John Kerr, AK, GDMG KStJ, QC in Townsville on 5 Jul 76.

604. Al liance. The Genadier GQuards. Geetings are
exchanged on Waterl oo Day (18 Jun) and Australia Day.

605. Band. Br ass.

606. March. '"Waltzing Matilda'. 'British Genadiers' is
pl ayed in review order.

607. Mascot. Shetland Stallion nanmed Septinus Terti us.
608. Battalion ldentification Colour. Garter Blue (BCG
132).

2 RAR

609. Oigin. 66 Aust Inf Bn was raised on 16 Cct 45 at
Labuan before joining 34 Aust Inf Bde on Morotai. Volunteers
for the Battalion canme nostly from9 Div Al F.

610. Hi story. See Annex B to this chapter.

611. The Colours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented on 28 Sep 55 in Brisbane by the Governor-CGeneral,
Field Marshal Sir Wlliam Slim GCB, GCM5 GCVO, GBE, DSO, MC
KStJ. New Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were presented to 2
RAR by the Governor-Ceneral, H's Excellency Sir John Kerr, AK,
CCMG, KStJ, QCin Townsville on 17 Sep 76.

612. Al liance. The Col dstream Guards.

613. Band. Drumand Fife (originally) and presently Irish
Pi pes and Druns.

614. March. 'Ringo' and 'Back In Black' for Pipes and

Dr uns

615. Battalion ldentification Colour. Black (BCC 220).
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616. On 15 Aug 73, 2 RAR and 4 RAR were linked to form2/4
RAR On 1 Feb 95 2 RAR was re-raised with the unlinking of
2/4 RAR. On 1 Feb 95 2 RAR was re-raised with the unlinking
of 2/4 RAR

3 RAR

617. Oigin. 67 Aust Inf Bn was raised as part of 34 Aust
Inf Bde on 20 Cct 45. Volunteers cane fromvarious AlF

di visions then serving in the South West Pacific Area (mainly
in New Gui nea, Bougainville, New Britain and the Sol onon

| sl ands).

618. Hi story. See Annex C to this chapter.
619. The Col ours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented in Sydney on 24 Apr 56 (Kapyong Day) by the
Governor-Ceneral, Field Marshal Sir Wlliam Slim GCB, GDMG
GBE, DSO M, KStJ. New Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were
presented to 3 RAR by H s Excel |l ency, the Governor-General Sir
Ni ni an Stephen, AK, GCMG GCVO KBE on 24 Apr 85, in Sydney.
The old Colours are laid up on display at the Australian War
Menori al Canberra.

620. Alliances. 3 RAR has alliances with the foll ow ng:
a. The Scots Guards.
b. The Queen's Royal Irish Hussars.

621. Band. Scottish pipes and druns.

622. March. 'Qur Director'. 'Kapyong' is reserved for

Kapyong Day only. 'Hi ghland Laddie', the march of the Scots
Guards, is used to march on the Col ours.

623. Kapyong Day - 24 Apr. Celebrated by 3 RAR in
commenoration of the Battle of Kapyong (22-25 Apr 51). The
celebration on this day includes the comenoration of the
Regi mental and Battalion birthdays. For its part in the
action of Kapyong, 3 RAR was awarded the United States
Presidential Distinguished Unit Citation.

624. Battalion ldentification Colour. R fle Geen (BCC
27) .

4 RAR

625. Oigin. 4 RAR was raised on 1 Feb 64 from sel ected

personnel fromthe three original battalions, with some of the
officers comng fromthe Pacific Islands Reginent. The
I naugur ati on parade was held at Wodsi de, SA

626. Hi story. See Annex D to this chapter.
627. The Col ours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented in Adel aide on 11 Apr 65 by the CGovernor-General,
The Ri ght Honourable Viscount De L'Isle, VC, PC, GCM5 GCVO,



KSt J.

628. Alliance. The Irish Guards. Geetings are exchanged
on St Patricks Day (17 March).

629. Band. Oiiginally Irish pipes and druns.

630. March. 'Inverbrackie'.

631. Battalion ldentification Colour. Scarlet (BCC 209).
632. On 15 Aug 73, 2 RAR and 4 RAR were linked to form2/4

RAR On 1 Feb 95 4 RAR was re-raised with the unlinking of
2/4 RAR On 1 Feb 95 4 RAR was re-raised with the unlinking
of 2/4 RAR

5 RAR

633. Oigin. In 1965 it was decided to abandon the
pentropi c establishnment which had required a battalion of sone
1,300 nen. At Holsworthy 1 March 65, 1 RAR split, half of its
officers and nen formng 5 RAR

634. Hi story. See Annex E to this chapter.
635. The Colours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented at Hol sworthy on 29 Oct 67, by the Governor of NSW
Sir Roden Cutler, VC, KCM5G CBE.

636. Al'liance. The Wl sh Guards. G eetings are exchanged
on St David's Day/5 RAR s birthday, 1 Mar (both days
coi nci di ng) .

637. Band. Drum and bugl e.

638. March. ' Dom ni que'.

639. Mascot. Sumatran tiger naned Quintus.

640. Battalion Identification Colour. Gold (BCC 114).
641. On 3 Dec 73, 5 RAR and 7 RAR were linked to from5/7
RAR.

6 RAR

642. Oigin. 6 RAR was raised at Enoggera on 6 Jun 65.

Initially the Battalion consisted of a nucl eus command
structure of officers and NCGOs, two rifle coys and specialists
transferred from2 RAR.  In Sep 65 the Battalion was brought
up to strength by a large draft of National Servicenen.

643. Hi story. See Annex F to this chapter.
644. The Col ours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented to 6 RAR on 10 May 68 at Townsville by the Governor-
CGeneral, The Ri ght Honourable Lord Casey, PC, GCMG CH, DSO
MC. KStJ. The Long Tan streanmer is attached to the Regi nental
Col our pi ke on Long Tan Day.

645. Al li ance. Reser ved.
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646. Band. Scottish pipes and drunmns.

647. March. ' The Crusaders'. For brass band, 'Spirit of
Yout h' .

648. Long Tan Day, 18 Aug. Celebrated each year in

comenoration of the Battle of Long Tan, 1966. For this
action D Coy was awarded the United States Presidential
Di stinguished Unit Citation.

649. Battalion ldentification Colour. Khaki (BCC 72).
7 RAR
650. Oigin. 7 RAR was raised at Puckapunyal on 1 Sep 65

fromofficers and other ranks from 3 RAR and the establishnment
brought up to strength fromthe second National Service intake
of 1965.

651. Hi story. See Annex G to this chapter.
652. The Col ours. Queen's and Regi mental Col ours were

presented to 7 RAR at Hol sworthy on 6 Cct 68 by the Governor
of NSW Sir Roden Cutler, VC, KCM5 CBE

653. Al liance. The Gordon Hi ghl anders.

654. Band. Scottish pipes and drunmns.

655. March. '"Cock O the North'. For brass band
"Austral ai se' .

656. Battalion Identification Colour. Mroon (BCC 39).
657. On 3 Dec 73, 5 RAR and 7 RAR were linked to form5/7
RAR.

8 RAR

658. Oigin. 8 RAR was raised at Enoggera on 8 Aug 66.

One hundred and fifty soldiers from1l RAR were included anong
t he origi nal nenbers.

659. Hi story. See Annex H to this chapter.
660. The Colours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented to 8 RAR on 25 Sep 68 at Terendak in Ml aysia by the
Col onel Commandant, LTGEN Sir Reginald Pollard, KBE, CB, DSO

661. Al liance. The Parachute Reginment. Geetings are
exchanged on Arnhem Day (17 Sep) and 8 RAR s birthday.

662. Band. Drum and bugl e.

663. March. 'Let's Go'.

664. Battalion ldentification Colour. Slate Gey (BCC
154).

665. On 31 Cct 73, 8 RAR and 9 RAR were |inked to form8/9

RAR.



9 RAR

666. Oigin. 9 RAR was raised at Keswick on 13 Nov 67. On
that day the Battalion consisted of the GO six officers and
three other ranks. A week |ater the unit noved to Wodsi de,
and reached full strength in Apr 68.

667. Hi story. See Annex | to this chapter.
668. The Colours. Queen's and Regi nental Col ours were

presented to 9 RAR at Enoggera by the Governor-General, The
Ri ght Honourable Sir Paul Hasluck, GCM5 GCVO, KStJ on 29 Apr
71.

669. Al liance. Reserved.

670. Band. Drum and bugl e.

671. March. 'Pass Me By'.

672. Mascot. Merino sheep naned Lance Corporal John
Macart hur 1V.

673. Battalion Identification Colour. Beech Brown (BCC
69) .

674. On 31 Cct 73, 8 RAR and 9 RAR were |linked to form8/9
RAR.

2/ 4 RAR

675. Oigin. Follow ng the cessation of National Service

and the reduction of the Arny in 1973, several battalions of
The Royal Australian Reginment were |inked to preserve the
history and traditions of all original nine battalions. On 15
Aug 73, 2 RAR and 4 RAR were linked to form 2/ 4 RAR

676. Hi story. See Annex J to this chapter.
677. The Colours. 2/4 RAR carried the Queen's and

Regi nental Col ours of both 2 RAR and 4 RAR, on all cerenonia
and ot her appropriate occasions. New 2 RAR Queen's and

Regi mental Col ours were presented to 2/4 RAR in Townsville on
17 Sep 76 by the Governor-Ceneral, Hi s Excellency Sir John
Kerr, AK, GCMG Kstj, QC

678. Al li ances. 2/ 4 RAR mai ntai ned the alliances with The
Col dstream Guards and The Irish Guards for 2 RAR and 4 RAR
respectively, throughout its history.

679. Band. Irish pipes and druns.
680. March. 'Ringo' and 'Inverbrackie'.
681. Battalion Identification Colours. Black (BCC 220) and

Scarl et (BCC 209).

5/ 7 RAR

682. Oigin. 5 RAR was linked with 7 RAR on 3 Dec 73 to
form5/7 RAR
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683. Hi story. See Annex K to this chapter.
684. The Colours. 5/7 RAR carries the Queen's and

Regi nental Col ours of both 5 RAR and 7 RAR on all cerenoni al
and ot her appropriate occasions.

685. Alliance. 5/7 RAR maintains the alliances with The
Wel sh Guards and The Gordon Hi ghl anders for 5 RAR and 7 RAR
respectively.

686. Band. Scottish pipes and drunmns.

687. March. ' Dom ni que' .

688. Mascot. 5/7 RAR holds the Sumatran tiger 'Quintus' in
trust for 5 RAR

689. Battalion lIdentification Colours. Gold (BCC 114) and

Mar oon (BCC 39).

8/ 9 RAR

690. Oigin. On 31 Cct 73, 8 RAR and 9 RAR were linked to
form 8/ 9 RAR

691. History. See Annex L to this chapter

692. The Colours. 8/9 RAR carries the Queen's and
Regi nental Col ours of both

8 RAR and 9 RAR on all cerenonial and other appropriate
occasi ons.

693. Band. Scottish pipes and drumns.

694. March. ' The Brown and Grey Lanyard'.

695. Mascot. 8/9 RAR holds the merino ram'John Macart hur
V' in trust for 9 RAR

696. Battalion lIdentification Colours. Slate Gey (BCC

154) and Beech Brown (BCC 69).
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